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Our third family dog was an early retirement gift. We had been pining for a replacement doggie after
the loss of Mr. Buddy, but nothing seemed to quite line up. Eventually, after a lot of twists and turns to
the story, we found ourselves wending our way on rural roads to a pig farm just west of Burgessville on
Easter Saturday in 2018. Two miniature American Eskimos by the names of Lucy and Buddy had given
birth to a litter of cute little Eskie puppies, and we had to choose between the two remaining male
puppies. Tubby was a rotund ball of white fur who didn’t seem interested at all in his two visitors, but a
leaner and more rascally little guy came up and wove his way between our feet, and that was that.
Rashne had come up with the name of Sunny on the drive out on a beautiful bright day, and so he was
christened as “Sunny” as we drove down the laneway amidst a chorus of barking protests from his two
dog parents.

And five years later, after five trainers and a pandemic, this little guy dominates the house and our day-
to-day lives. He is quirky, self-important, agile and affectionate. He guards the house, loves his twice-
daily walks, runs with his Dad and gives Reiki to his Mom. Sunny is one of a kind, so he deserves some
kind of recognition of his specialness. The following “Sunny Strips” are a compendium of various
cartoon pieces done as a tip of the hat to this special canine. The first set is a sequence of small panels
that capture a day in the life of this tiny Eskie. The second and third sets capture a fictional account of
Sunny travelling down to New York to see his brother.

Hopefully the reader will get a sense of the special character of Sunny as they peruse the following
pages...
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Appendix

There have been other small Sunny Strips pieces, and these are captured throughout this Appendix.
Christmas montages, and then a series of back-of-the envelope illustrations that went on mailed letters
to the kids in Brooklyn, NY or Claremont, CA.
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Prologue

And when all is said and done, we return to the essence of being a dog. Hanging around the house,
waiting for dinner, and looking out the window to see any kind of excitement happening on Park Street
West. And hoping upon hope, that maybe just maybe, the next car pulling up might be his sister or

brother returning home.




